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How mercury can enter our bodies?
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Cabinet

Cabinet approves Ratification of the Minamata
Convention on Mercury

ufafe fafd: 07 FEB 2018 8:18PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Mimster Shii Narendra Modi has approved the proposal lb:l
ratification of Minamata Convention on Mercury and depositing the instrument of ratificatior
enabling India to become a Party of the Convention

The approval entails Ratification of the Minamata Convention on Mercury along with flexibility for|
continued use of mercury-based products and processes involving mercury compound up to 2025

The Minamata Convention on Mercury will be implemented in the context of sustainable|
development with the objective to protect human health and environment from the anthropogenic
emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds

The Convention protects the most vulnerable from the harmful effects of mercury and also protectsff
the developmental space of developing countries. Therefore, the interest of the poor and vulnerable
groups will be protected

The Minamata Convention on Mercury will further wge enterprises to move to mercury-free|
altematives in products and non-mercury technologies in manufacturing processes. This will dnve
research & development, and promote innovation
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Introduction Tagr 1. Mercury Concentration of

Z1NC SMELTERS release several hundred tons of Sphalerite and Common Sulfide Minerals!

mercury into the environment each year. They
contribute significantly to total anthropogenic
atmospheric emissions of mercury, which are
estimated to be 3600 to 4500 tons annually
{Mason et al., 1994; Fitzgerald, 1996). However,
the mercury content of zine ore is not solely an
environmental problem: mercury also serves as
a genelie indicator for certain types of zinc
deposits. This paper, which is the second in a
series on polluting elements {Schwartz, 1995),
investigates enrichment and depletion pra-
cesses occurring during the formation of zine
deposits. The findings presented here may
improve our understanding of the global mer.
cury cycle, and also may be used 1o direct
exploration toward targets with low concentra-
tions of mercury.

Maximum,

wi' Hg

Mineral Normal range,

ppm Hg

(L.04-5(40
0.1-200
10- 1000
0.1-150
0.1-100
0,1-20
0.1-40
0.04-70 0.7

Sphalerite
Wurzite
Tetrahedrite
Stibnite
Pyrite
Marcasite
Chalcopyrite
Galena

"Minerals with maximum concenteations of 2001 we' Hg that
may eccur in zine deposits,

Sourees: Jonasson and Boyle, 1972; Ogzerova, 1986; Tauson,
1909: this study,

ore mineral in mercury deposits, but usually is
absent from zinc deposits, except for a few small
oceurrences (Luque and Martinez G., 1983;

Mercury-Bearing Sulfides

Sphalerite is the chief host for mercury in
zinc deposits (Table 1). Mercury-bearing sphal-
erite, which contains up 1o 41 wt% Hg, has
been s ynthesized at 250 to 280°C (Tauson and
Abramovich, 1980}, Tetwrahedrite, which con-
tains up to 21 wit% Hg in some mercury
deposits, is rarely present in significant
amounts in zine deposits. Cinnabar is the major

(zerova, 1983; Barbanson et al., 1985; Saulas,
1985). Zinc deposits with cinnabar therefore
can be regarded as an unusual type of mineral-
ization, transitional between mercury and zine
deposits. The rare association of cinnabar and
sphalerite also is documented for most mercury
depaosits (Pennington, 1959; Kuznetsov, 1974;
Smirnov, 1977). In this paper, however, only the
mercury concentrations from cinnabar-free
zine deposits are reviewed.
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NGT orders inspection of Parle
Agro Private Ltd's unit in UP

The tribunal directed the industrial unit to furnish complete set of papers to the CPCB
and UPPCB.

@fy = KB

Published: 10th September 2018 03:49 PM | Last Updated: 10th September 2018 03:49PM & | A+ A A-

By PTI
NEW DELHI; The National Green Tribunal has directed the departments concerned
to conduct an inspection of beverage maker Parle Agro Private Ltd's unit in Uttar
Pradesh to ascertain whether the industry is releasing mercury beyond the
permissible limit.

A bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel ordered the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control
Board to conduct a joint inspection and submit report within two weeks.

"We direct a joint team of the CPCB and UPPCB to look into this contention in
accordance with the law within two weeks.
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mﬁ : S * Hazardous Wastes (Management and
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Handling) Amendment Rules, 2002
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qade)&e" 2016 797 7 g * Hazardous Wastes (Management, Handling
and Transboundary Movement) Rules,2008
! H@ i = BT FETS | * Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management
ST T2t B|TguoT =07 S TeT AT FAT BT A and Transboundary Movement) Rules 2016
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